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BUI ID NG,  MASONRY AND CIVIT  ENGINEER NG CONIRACTORS

STONE MASONRY DIVISION

QUIBELL'S COMPLETE RECONSTRUCTTON
OF A I3TH CENTURY CHURCH TOWER.

The Stone Masonry Division of the Quibell Group
have recently carried out the complete
dismantling and reconstruction of a l3th century
church tower at Kellington, North Yorkshire. lt is
believed that this is the first time such a task has
been attempted in the UK, the proiect offering a
unique challenge for the Group's Stone Masons.

Brit sh Coa s p ans to m ne underneath Kel ington from its
Kel ing ey Co I ery resu ted n an LJnacceptab e rlsk of damage to
the ch!rch from m n ng subs d€nce. The dec siof was therefor-.
taken to !nderorn ihe whole chLrrch

The 7m tower was, however n such a poor condit  on that no assurance col ld
be g ven on i1s stfirctura stab ty, even after the underp nn ng. The dec sion was

D  < m ) n i  p  i h a  i . s / F .  d ^ n p  h v  s r o n c

Form a comp ete new tower foundation.
Reconstructthe towerto ts or g nal appearan ce, nc uding bui ding out of p umbl

Qlibel s Stone Masonry D v sion was slccessfu in w nn ng the contract for the
tower work and d smant ng began n November 990. DurinS dismantlne, each

stone was .areflly referenced and stored for re-bu ld ng. The who e
dismantlng phase was €arred out n c ose co Laborat on with
archaeo og sts from the Universty of York Manysgnfcantf indswere
made not least ofwh ch was the d scovery offnely carved stones with n
the co.e ofthe tower wals,  ndicat ing that an eariertowerwth many
e aborate features had been constructed. t had possib y co lapsed being
replaced by the present tower, c 250.

D smant ing was completed in March 99 , at
wh ch po nt the new foLrndat on works were
started. The tower was feady for reconstruction
byl l r ly 199 .

The lob of putting the tower back together
involved restorng over 8,000 ind v dual nones to

the r exact, original post on and demanded a very h gh
degree of organisaiion and ski l. Neverthe ess, the stone
reconstruction was comp eted wth n 6 months - an
achievement of wh ch the Compan/ s very proud.
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